
Unattended Child in Vehicle State Laws 
updated February 2018 

 
ALABAMA - http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/1975/13A-11-

290.htm  
Section 13A-11-290 

Leaving child or incapacitated person unattended in motor vehicle prohibited. 

(a) This section shall be known and cited as the Amiyah White Act. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term motor vehicle shall mean any motor vehicle as defined in 
Section 32-1-1.1, and the term incapacitated person shall mean any incapacitated person as defined in 
Section 26-2A-20. 

(c)(1) A licensed day care center, a licensed child care facility, a program providing day care service to 
incapacitated persons, or any other child care service that is exempt from licensing pursuant to Section 
38-7-3, or an employee thereof, or a person for hire responsible for a child under the age of 7 or an 
incapacitated person, shall not leave a child or an incapacitated person in a motor vehicle unattended in a 
manner that creates an unreasonable risk of injury or harm. 

(2) A person violating this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than two thousand dollars 
($2,000). If a person has a prior conviction or adjudication under this section, the offense is a Class C 
misdemeanor. 

(3) For purposes of determining prior conviction or adjudication pursuant to subdivision (2), conviction in 
municipal court shall be included. 

(4) If the child or incapacitated person receives physical injury as a result of a violation of this section, the 
person violating this section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 

(5) If the child or incapacitated person receives serious physical injury as a result of a violation of this 
section, the person violating this section is guilty of a Class C felony. 

(6) If the child or incapacitated person is fatally injured as a result of a violation of this section, the person 
violating this section is guilty of a Class B felony. 

(d) Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing in this section shall limit any existing cause of action or right to 
bring a cause of action. A violation of this section shall not be considered evidence of contributory 
negligence and the liability of an insurer shall not be limited or mitigated. 

(Act 2013-287, p. 993, §§1-3.) 

CALIFORNIA - 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=VEH&sectionNum
=15620. 
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VEHICLE CODE - VEH 
DIVISION 6.7. UNATTENDED CHILD IN MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY ACT [15600 - 15632] 
  ( Division 6.7 added by Stats. 2001, Ch. 855, Sec. 2. ) 

  CHAPTER 2. Offenses [15620- 15620.] 

  ( Chapter 2 added by Stats. 2001, Ch. 855, Sec. 2. ) 

15620.   

(a) A parent, legal guardian, or other person responsible for a child who is 6 years of age or younger may not 
leave that child inside a motor vehicle without being subject to the supervision of a person who is 12 years of 
age or older, under either of the following circumstances: 

(1) Where there are conditions that present a significant risk to the child’s health or safety. 

(2) When the vehicle’s engine is running or the vehicle’s keys are in the ignition, or both. 

(b) A violation of subdivision (a) is an infraction punishable by a fine of one hundred dollars ($100), except that 
the court may reduce or waive the fine if the defendant establishes to the satisfaction of the court that he or 
she is economically disadvantaged and the court, instead, refers the defendant to a community education 
program that includes education on the dangers of leaving young children unattended in motor vehicles, and 
provides certification of completion of that program. Upon completion of that program, the defendant shall 
provide that certification to the court. The court may, at its discretion, require any defendant described in this 
section to attend an education program on the dangers of leaving young children unattended in motor 
vehicles. 

(c) Nothing in this section shall preclude prosecution under both this section and Section 192 of the Penal 
Code, or Section 273a of that code, or any other provision of law. 

(d) (1) Subdivision (b) and Section 40000.1 do not apply if an unattended child is injured or medical services 
are rendered on that child because of a violation described in subdivision (a). 

(2) Nothing in this subdivision precludes prosecution under any other provision of law. 

(Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 664, Sec. 222. Effective January 1, 2003.) 

CONNECTICUT - https://www.cga.ct.gov/2017/pub/chap_939.htm#sec_53-21a  

Sec. 53-21a. Leaving child unsupervised in place of public accommodation or motor vehicle. Failure to report 
disappearance of a child. (a) Any parent, guardian or person having custody or control, or providing supervision, 
of any child under the age of twelve years who knowingly leaves such child unsupervised in a place of public 
accommodation or a motor vehicle for a period of time that presents a substantial risk to the child's health or 
safety, shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor. 

(b) Any parent, guardian or person having custody or control, or providing supervision, of any child under the 
age of twelve years who knowingly leaves such child unsupervised in a place of public accommodation, which 
holds a permit issued under chapter 545 for the sale of alcoholic liquor for consumption on the premises, for a 
period of time that presents a substantial risk to the child's health or safety, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(c) Any parent, guardian or person having custody or control, or providing supervision, of any child under the 
age of twelve years who knowingly leaves such child unsupervised in a place of public accommodation or a motor 
vehicle between the hours of eight o'clock p.m. and six o'clock a.m. for a period of time that presents a substantial 
risk to the child's health or safety, shall be guilty of a class C felony. 

(d) Any parent, guardian or person having custody or control, or providing supervision, of any child under the 
age of twelve years who knowingly fails to report the disappearance of such child to an appropriate law 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2017/pub/chap_939.htm#sec_53-21a


enforcement agency shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor. For the purposes of this subsection, “disappearance 
of such child” means that the parent, guardian or person does not know the location of the child and has not had 
contact with the child for a twenty-four-hour period. 

FLORIDA - 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0300-
0399/0316/Sections/0316.6135.html  

316.6135 Leaving children unattended or unsupervised in motor vehicles; penalty; authority of law 

enforcement officer.— 

(1) A parent, legal guardian, or other person responsible for a child younger than 6 years of age may not 

leave the child unattended or unsupervised in a motor vehicle: 

(a) For a period in excess of 15 minutes; 

(b) For any period of time if the motor of the vehicle is running, the health of the child is in danger, or the 

child appears to be in distress. 

(2) Any person who violates the provisions of paragraph (1)(a) commits a misdemeanor of the second 

degree punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

(3) Any person who violates the provisions of paragraph (1)(b) is guilty of a noncriminal traffic infraction, 

punishable by a fine not less than $50 and not more than $500. 

(4) Any person who violates subsection (1) and in so doing causes great bodily harm, permanent disability, 

or permanent disfigurement to a child commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in 

s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

(5) Any law enforcement officer who observes a child left unattended or unsupervised in a motor vehicle in 

violation of subsection (1) may use whatever means are reasonably necessary to protect the minor child and to 

remove the child from the vehicle. 

(6) If the child is removed from the immediate area, notification should be placed on the vehicle. 

(7) The child shall be remanded to the custody of the Department of Children and Families pursuant to 

chapter 39, unless the law enforcement officer is able to locate the parents or legal guardian or other person 

responsible for the child. 

HAWAII - https://sammade.github.io/aloha-io/title-17/chapter-291c/section-291c-121_5/  
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Leaving a child unattended in a motor vehicle 

[§291C-121.5] Leaving a child unattended in a motor vehicle. (a) Notwithstanding chapter 571 or any other law 
to the contrary, a person violates this section if the person, being the operator or an adult passenger of a motor 
vehicle, leaves the motor vehicle for five minutes or longer when an unattended child is inside the vehicle, 
regardless of whether the operator or adult passenger is charged with the care or custody of the child. 

(b) Any law enforcement officer, firefighter, or rescue team personnel who observes a child left unattended in a 
motor vehicle and determines that the unattended child is in physical danger, or poses a danger to others, may 
use whatever means are reasonably necessary to protect the child or others and remove the child from the 
motor vehicle. If the person who left the motor vehicle with an unattended child inside cannot be located 
within a reasonable time, the law enforcement officer, firefighter, or rescue team personnel, upon removing 
the child from the motor vehicle, shall immediately report the matter to a police officer, as defined under 
section [587A-4], who may assume protective custody of the child without a court order and without the 
consent of the child’s family. 

© Law enforcement officers, firefighters, and rescue team personnel shall not be liable in any civil action to any 
party for any act performed in good faith under this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

“Child” means a person under the age of nine. 

“Rescue team personnel” means physicians, basic life support personnel, advanced life support personnel, 
surgeons, nurses, volunteers, or employees of the owners or operators of a hospital or authorized emergency 
vehicle who have been trained in basic or advanced life support and have been charged by the owners or 
operators of the hospital or authorized emergency vehicle with providing life support and resuscitation to 
persons who are in immediate danger of loss of life in cases of emergency. 

“Unattended” means leaving a child: 

(1) Alone in a motor vehicle; or 

(2) In a motor vehicle with a minor under the age of twelve. [L 2008, c 170, §2] 

ILLINOIS - http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/072000050K12C-5.htm  

    (720 ILCS 5/12C-5) (was 720 ILCS 5/12-21.6)  

    Sec. 12C-5. Endangering the life or health of a child.  
    (a) A person commits endangering the life or health of a child when he or she knowingly: (1) causes or 
permits the life or health of a child under the age of 18 to be endangered; or (2) causes or permits a child 
to be placed in circumstances that endanger the child's life or health. It is not a violation of this Section for 
a person to relinquish a child in accordance with the Abandoned Newborn Infant Protection Act.  
    (b) A trier of fact may infer that a child 6 years of age or younger is unattended if that child is left in a 
motor vehicle for more than 10 minutes.  
    (c) "Unattended" means either: (i) not accompanied by a person 14 years of age or older; or (ii) if 
accompanied by a person 14 years of age or older, out of sight of that person.  
    (d) Sentence. A violation of this Section is a Class A misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation of 
this Section is a Class 3 felony. A violation of this Section that is a proximate cause of the death of the 
child is a Class 3 felony for which a person, if sentenced to a term of imprisonment, shall be sentenced to 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/072000050K12C-5.htm


a term of not less than 2 years and not more than 10 years. A parent, who is found to be in violation of 
this Section with respect to his or her child, may be sentenced to probation for this offense pursuant to 
Section 12C-15.  
(Source: P.A. 97-1109, eff. 1-1-13.) 

KENTUCKY - http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19719  

507.040 Manslaughter in the second degree. (1) A person is guilty of manslaughter in the second degree 
when he wantonly causes the death of another person, including, but not limited to, situations where the 
death results from the person's: (a) Operation of a motor vehicle; or (b) Leaving a child under the age of 
eight (8) years in a motor vehicle under circumstances which manifest an extreme indifference to human 
life and which create a grave risk of death to the child, thereby causing the death of the child. (2) 
Manslaughter in the second degree is a Class C felony. Effective: July 14, 2000 History: Amended 2000 Ky. 
Acts ch. 521, sec. 18, effective July 14, 2000. -- Amended 1984 Ky. Acts ch. 165, sec. 27, effective July 13, 
1984. -- Created 1974 Ky. Acts ch. 406, sec. 63, effective January 1, 1975. 

 

LOUISIANA - http://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=181442  

§295.3.  Leaving children unattended and unsupervised in motor vehicles; prohibition; penalties 

A.  It is unlawful for any driver or operator to leave a child or children under the age of six years 

unattended and unsupervised in a motor vehicle. 

B.(1)  The term "unattended" as used in this Section means a child who has been left in a motor 

vehicle when the driver or operator of the vehicle is more than ten feet from the vehicle and unable to 

continuously observe the child. 

(2)  The term "unsupervised" as used in this Section means an unattended child when a person 

ten years of age or older is not physically present in the motor vehicle. 

C.(1)  A law enforcement officer who observes a child left unattended and unsupervised for a 

period in excess of ten minutes in violation of the provisions of this Section shall use whatever means are 

reasonably necessary to protect the child and remove the child from the motor vehicle. 

(2)  If the child is removed from the immediate area by a law enforcement officer pursuant to the 

provisions of this Section, the law enforcement officer shall place notification on the motor vehicle.  The 

law enforcement officer shall hold the child until the parent or guardian returns. 

D.  Whoever violates this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars, or 

imprisoned for not more than six months, or both.  For each second or subsequent offense, the defendant 

shall be subject to imprisonment, with or without hard labor, of not less than one year nor more than two 

years and a fine of not less than one thousand dollars nor more than two thousand dollars, or both. 

E.  Any law enforcement officer acting in good faith pursuant to the provisions of this Section 

shall have immunity from any civil liability that otherwise might be incurred or imposed. 

Acts 2003, No. 1032, §3; Acts 2005, No. 30, §1. 

MARYLAND - 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmStatutesText.aspx?article=gfl&section=5-
801&ext=html&session=2017RS&tab=subject5  

§5–801.   

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=19719
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(a)   A person who is charged with the care of a child under the age of 8 years may not allow the 

child to be locked or confined in a dwelling, building, enclosure, or motor vehicle while the person charged 

is absent and the dwelling, building, enclosure, or motor vehicle is out of the sight of the person charged 

unless the person charged provides a reliable person at least 13 years old to remain with the child to protect 

the child. 

(b)   A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to 

a fine not exceeding $500 or imprisonment not exceeding 30 days, or both. 

MICHIGAN - 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(i01jtyfichd2nh3uvqimvvz4))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-328-
1931-XX.pdf  

750.135a Leaving child unattended in vehicle; prohibition; violation; definitions. Sec. 135a. (1) A person 
who is responsible for the care or welfare of a child shall not leave that child unattended in a vehicle for a 
period of time that poses an unreasonable risk of harm or injury to the child or under circumstances that 
pose an unreasonable risk of harm or injury to the child. (2) A person who violates this section is guilty of 
a crime as follows: (a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivisions (b) to (d), the person is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine of not more than $500.00, 
or both. (b) If the violation results in physical harm other than serious physical harm to the child, the 
person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not 
more than $1,000.00, or both. (c) If the violation results in serious physical harm to the child, the person is 
guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than 10 years or a fine of not more than 
$5,000.00, or both. (d) If the violation results in the death of the child, the person is guilty of a felony 
punishable by imprisonment for not more than 15 years or a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or both. 
(3) As used in this section: (a) "Child" means an individual less than 6 years of age. (b) "Physical harm" and 
"serious physical harm" mean those terms as defined in section 136b. (c) "Unattended" means alone or 
without the supervision of an individual 13 years of age or older who is not legally incapacitated. (d) 
"Vehicle" means that term as defined in section 79 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 
257.79. 

MISSOURI - https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/missouri/mo-laws/missouri_laws_577-

300  

577.300. 1. As used in this section, the following terms mean: 

1. As used in this section, the following terms mean: 

 (1) “Collision”, the act of a motor vehicle coming into contact with an object or a person; 

(2) “Injures”, to cause physical harm to the body of a person; 

(3) “Motor vehicle”, any automobile, truck, truck-tractor, or any motor bus or motor-propelled vehicle not 
exclusively operated or driven on fixed rails or tracks; 

(4) “Unattended”, not accompanied by an individual fourteen years of age or older. 

2. A person commits the offense of leaving a child unattended in a motor vehicle in the first degree if such 
person knowingly leaves a child less than eleven years of age unattended in a motor vehicle and such 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(i01jtyfichd2nh3uvqimvvz4))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-328-1931-XX.pdf
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child fatally injures another person by causing a motor vehicle collision or by causing the motor vehicle to 
fatally injure a pedestrian. 

3. Leaving a child unattended in a motor vehicle in the first degree is a class C felony. 

4. A person commits the offense of leaving a child unattended in a motor vehicle in the second degree if 
such person knowingly leaves a child less than eleven years of age unattended in a motor vehicle and such 
child injures another person by causing a motor vehicle collision or by causing the motor vehicle to injure 
a pedestrian. 

5. The offense of leaving a child unattended in a motor vehicle in the second degree is a class A 
misdemeanor. 

(L. 2000 S.B. 757 & 602, A.L. 2014 S.B. 491) 

NEBRASKA - https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-710  

28-710. 

Act, how cited; terms, defined. 

(1) Sections 28-710 to 28-727 shall be known and may be cited as the Child Protection and Family Safety 
Act. 

(2) For purposes of the Child Protection and Family Safety Act: 

(a) Alternative response means a comprehensive assessment of (i) child safety, (ii) the risk of future child 
abuse or neglect, (iii) family strengths and needs, and (iv) the provision of or referral for necessary services 
and support. Alternative response is an alternative to traditional response and does not include an 
investigation or a formal determination as to whether child abuse or neglect has occurred, and the subject 
of the report shall not be entered into the central registry of child protection cases maintained pursuant to 
section 28-718; 

(b) Child abuse or neglect means knowingly, intentionally, or negligently causing or permitting a minor child 
to be: 

(i) Placed in a situation that endangers his or her life or physical or mental health; 

(ii) Cruelly confined or cruelly punished; 

(iii) Deprived of necessary food, clothing, shelter, or care; 

(iv) Left unattended in a motor vehicle if such minor child is six years of age or younger; 

(v) Sexually abused; or 

(vi) Sexually exploited by allowing, encouraging, or forcing such person to solicit for or engage in 
prostitution, debauchery, public indecency, or obscene or pornographic photography, films, or depictions; 

(c) Comprehensive assessment means an analysis of child safety, risk of future child abuse or neglect, and 
family strengths and needs on a report of child abuse or neglect. Comprehensive assessment does not 
include a determination as to whether the child abuse or neglect occurred but does determine the need for 
services and support to address the safety of children and the risk of future abuse or neglect; 

(d) Department means the Department of Health and Human Services; 

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-710
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-710
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(e) Investigation means fact gathering related to the current safety of a child and the risk of future child 
abuse or neglect that determines whether child abuse or neglect has occurred and whether child protective 
services are needed; 

(f) Law enforcement agency means the police department or town marshal in incorporated municipalities, 
the office of the sheriff in unincorporated areas, and the Nebraska State Patrol; 

(g) Out-of-home child abuse or neglect means child abuse or neglect occurring in day care homes, foster 
homes, day care centers, residential child-caring agencies as defined in section 71-1926, and other child 
care facilities or institutions; 

(h) Review, Evaluate, and Decide Team means an internal team of staff within the department and shall 
include no fewer than two supervisors or administrators and two staff members knowledgeable on the 
policies and practices of the department, including, but not limited to, the structured review process. 
County attorneys, child advocacy centers, or law enforcement agency personnel may attend team reviews 
upon request of a party; 

(i) Traditional response means an investigation by a law enforcement agency or the department pursuant 
to section 28-713 which requires a formal determination of whether child abuse or neglect has occurred; 
and 

(j) Subject of the report of child abuse or neglect means the person or persons identified in the report as 
responsible for the child abuse or neglect. 

NEVADA - https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-202.html#NRS202Sec575  

 NRS 202.575  Leaving child unattended in motor vehicle; penalty; exception. 

      1.  A parent, legal guardian or other person responsible for a child who is 7 years of age or younger 
shall not knowingly and intentionally leave that child in a motor vehicle if: 
      (a) The conditions present a significant risk to the health and safety of the child; or 
      (b) The engine of the motor vehicle is running or the keys to the vehicle are in the ignition, 
Ê unless the child is being supervised by and within the sight of a person who is at least 12 years of age. 
      2.  A person who violates the provisions of subsection 1 is guilty of a misdemeanor. The court may 
suspend the proceedings against a person who is charged with violating subsection 1 and dismiss the 
proceedings against the person if the person presents proof to the court, within the time specified by the 
court, that the person has successfully completed an educational program satisfactory to the court. The 
educational program must include, without limitation, information concerning the dangers of leaving a child 
unattended or inadequately attended in a motor vehicle. 
      3.  A law enforcement officer or other person rendering emergency services who reasonably believes 
that a violation of this section has occurred may, without incurring civil liability, use any reasonable means 
necessary to protect the child and to remove the child from the motor vehicle. 
      4.  No person may be prosecuted under this section if the conduct would give rise to prosecution under 
any other provision of law. 
      5.  The provisions of this section do not apply to a person who unintentionally locks a motor vehicle 
with a child in the vehicle. 
      6.  As used in this section, “motor vehicle” means every vehicle which is self-propelled but not operated 
upon rails. 

 

OKLAHOMA - https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2014/title-47/section-47-11-1119 
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Title 47. Motor Vehicles 

§47-11-1119. Definitions - Unattended child or vulnerable adult in motor vehicle prohibited - Exception - 

Penalty. 

Universal Citation: 47 OK Stat § 47-11-1119 (2014) 

A. As used in the Forget-Me-Not Vehicle Safety Act: 

1. “Person responsible for a child” means a custodial parent or legal guardian of a child, or a person who 
has been directed or authorized to supervise a child by that child’s custodial parent or legal guardian; 

2. “Unattended” means beyond a person’s direct ability to care for or come to the aid of the 
unaccompanied person; and 

3. “Motor vehicle” means the same as defined in Section 1-134 of Title 47 of the Oklahoma Statutes. 

B. A person responsible for a child who is six (6) years of age or younger, or a caretaker of a vulnerable 
adult as defined by Section 10-103 of Title 43A of the Oklahoma Statutes, shall not leave that child or 
vulnerable adult unattended in a motor vehicle if the conditions, including, but not limited to, extreme 
weather, inadequate ventilation, or hazardous or malfunctioning components within the vehicle present a 
risk to the health or safety of the unattended child or vulnerable adult. 

C. It shall not be considered a violation of this section if the child or vulnerable adult is accompanied in the 
motor vehicle by a person at least twelve (12) years of age who is not mentally incompetent as defined by 
Section 1-103 of Title 43A of the Oklahoma Statutes. 

D. Any person convicted of violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
shall be punished by: 

1. A fine of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) upon a first conviction; 

2. A fine of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) and ordered to perform community service of 
not less than fifty (50) hours upon a second conviction; and 

3. A fine of not less than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) upon a third or subsequent conviction, and the 
full record of that person's convictions of the violations of this section shall be submitted to the 
Department of Human Services for evaluation. 

E. Any person convicted of violating the provisions of this section who has left a child or vulnerable adult 
unattended in a motor vehicle on the premises of any establishment which holds any license for the sale 
of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises pursuant to Section 521 of Title 37 of the 
Oklahoma Statutes, and who has consumed any alcoholic beverage during the period of time the child or 
vulnerable adult has been unattended, shall be punished by a fine of not less than Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00). 

F. Nothing in this section precludes prosecution under any other provision of law. 

Added by Laws 2008, c. 343, § 2. 

 

https://law.justia.com/citations.html


PENNSYLVANIA - 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=75&div=0&chpt
=37&sctn=1&subsctn=1  

§  3701.1.  Leaving an unattended child in a motor vehicle. 

(a)  General rule.--A person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle may not permit a child under six 
years of age to remain unattended in the vehicle when the motor vehicle is out of the person's sight and 
under circumstances which endanger the health, safety or welfare of the child. 

(a.1)  Applicability.--This section shall apply to the highways and trafficways of this 
Commonwealth and, for the purposes of this section only, the term "trafficways" shall include, but not 
be limited to, parking lots. 

(b)  Penalty.--A person who violates this section commits a summary offense. It is a separate 
offense for each child left unattended. 
(July 19, 1991, P.L.88, No.20, eff. 90 days; July 2, 1993, P.L.408, No.58, eff. 60 days; July 10, 2006, 
P.L.1086, No.113, eff. 60 days) 
  

2006 Amendment.  Act 113 amended subsec. (b). 
1993 Amendment.  Act 58 added subsec. (a.1). 
1991 Amendment.  Act 20 added section 3701.1. 

RHODE ISLAND - http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE31/31-22/31-22-22.1.HTM  

§ 31-22-22.1. Child passenger protection – Warnings of hazard and risk.  
 
(a) All law enforcement officers in this state are authorized to provide a verbal warning to any person who 
shall be deemed to have left a child under the age of seven (7) unattended in a motor vehicle. The 
warning shall apprise the offending person of the dangers of this practice including, but not limited to, the 
risk of kidnapping and/or abduction, and the dangers which may result from the accumulation of 
excessive temperatures within the motor vehicle. 

(b) No fine or sanction shall be imposed for a violation of this section, other than a verbal warning, and no 
record of any kind shall be maintained of the warning.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1997, ch. 208, § 1.) 

TENNESSEE - https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2010/title-55/chapter-10/part-8/  

2010 Tennessee Code 

Title 55 - Motor and Other Vehicles 

Chapter 10 - Accidents, Arrests, Crimes and Penalties  

Part 8 - Tennessee Unattended Children in Motor Vehicle Safety Act  

55-10-801 - Short title. 

55-10-801. Short title. 

This part shall be known and may be cited as the “Tennessee Unattended Children in Motor Vehicle 
Safety Act. 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=75&div=0&chpt=37&sctn=1&subsctn=1
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=75&div=0&chpt=37&sctn=1&subsctn=1
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE31/31-22/31-22-22.1.HTM
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2010/title-55/chapter-10/part-8/


55-10-802. Part definitions. 

As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 

     (1)  “Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle, including a truck, truck tractor, motor bus, or 
other vehicle not operated exclusively or driven on fixed rails or tracks; and 

     (2)  “Unattended child” means a child younger than seven (7) years of age who is not accompanied by 
another person who is at least thirteen (13) years of age. 

[Acts 2007, ch. 214, § 3.]   

55-10-803. Offense of leaving child unattended in motor vehicle Penalty. 

(a)  It is an offense for a person responsible for a child younger than seven (7) years of age to knowingly 
leave that child in a motor vehicle located on public property or while on the premises of any shopping 
center, trailer park, or any apartment house complex, or any other premises that is generally frequented 
by the public at large without being supervised in the motor vehicle by a person who is at least thirteen 
(13) years of age, if: 

     (1)  The conditions present a risk to the child's health or safety; 

     (2)  The engine of the motor vehicle is running; or 

     (3)  The keys to the motor vehicle are located anywhere inside the passenger compartment of the 
vehicle. 

(b)  A violation of this section is a Class B misdemeanor punishable only by a fine of two hundred dollars 
($200) for the first offense. 

(c)  A second or subsequent violation of this section is a Class B misdemeanor punishable only by a fine of 
five hundred dollars ($500). 

55-10-804. Community education course for violators. 

(a)  Any person violating this part may be required, at the discretion of the court, to attend a community 
education course approved by the department of safety that includes education on the dangers of leaving 
young children unattended in motor vehicles in addition to or in lieu of any portion of other penalty 
imposed. If the course is approved by the department, it may be operated and conducted by a: 

     (1)  County, municipality or other entity of local government; 

     (2)  Nonprofit organization as defined by the Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3); or 

     (3)  Private entity; provided, that the entity meets all of the requirements of § 40-35-302(g) for private 
entities providing misdemeanor probation supervision services. 

(b)  A reasonable fee between fifty dollars ($50.00) and one hundred seventy-five dollars ($175) may be 
assessed for the community education course. No fee shall be assessed upon proof of a person's inability 
to pay. The fee shall apply only to community education courses that may be required pursuant to this 



section, and shall not apply to any program offered pursuant to title 49, chapter 1, or to any other driving 
instruction school. 

(c)  By operating a community education course pursuant to subsection (a), the entity operating or 
conducting the course consents to the inspection of all records concerning the course by the department 
of safety; provided, that inspection made pursuant to this subsection (c) shall not preclude inspection of 
any records pursuant to any other applicable provision of law. 

(d)  Each court clerk shall provide a list of approved entities in the county to any person ordered to attend 
a community education course. 

(e)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit prosecution under any other provision of law. 

 

TEXAS - http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/PE/htm/PE.22.htm  

Sec. 22.10.  LEAVING A CHILD IN A VEHICLE.  (a)  A person commits an offense if he intentionally 

or knowingly leaves a child in a motor vehicle for longer than five minutes, knowing that the child is: 

(1)  younger than seven years of age;  and 

(2)  not attended by an individual in the vehicle who is 14 years of age or older. 

(b)  An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 
 

Added by Acts 1984, 68th Leg., 2nd C.S., ch. 24, Sec. 1, eff. Oct. 2, 1984.  Amended by Acts 1993, 73rd 

Leg., ch. 900, Sec. 1.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1994. 

 

UTAH - https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter10/C76-10-S2202_1800010118000101.pdf  

76-10-2202 Leaving a child unattended in a motor vehicle. (1) As used in this section: (a) "Child" means a 
person who is younger than nine years old. (b) "Enclosed compartment" means any enclosed area of a 
motor vehicle, including the passenger compartment, regardless of whether a door, window, or hatch is 
left open. (c) "Motor vehicle" means an automobile, truck, truck tractor, bus, or any other self-propelled 
vehicle. (2) A person who is responsible for a child is guilty of a class C misdemeanor if: (a) the person 
intentionally, recklessly, knowingly, or with criminal negligence leaves the child in an enclosed 
compartment of a motor vehicle; (b) the motor vehicle is on: (i) public property; or (ii) private property 
that is open to the general public; (c) the child is not supervised by a person who is at least nine years old; 
and (d) the conditions present a risk to the child of: (i) hyperthermia; (ii) hypothermia; or (iii) dehydration. 
(3) This section does not apply if the person's conduct that constitutes a violation of this section is subject 
to a greater penalty under another provision of state law. (4) This section preempts enforcement of a 
local law or ordinance that makes it an infraction or a criminal offense to engage in the conduct that 
constitutes a misdemeanor under this section. (5) Notwithstanding any provision of state law to the 
contrary, a conviction under this section may not be used by a state or local government entity as grounds 
for revoking, refusing to grant, or refusing to renew, a license or permit, including a license or permit 
relating to the provision of day care or child care. Enacted by Chapter 204, 2011 General Session 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/PE/htm/PE.22.htm
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter10/C76-10-S2202_1800010118000101.pdf


WASHINGTON - https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.685 , 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.91.060  

RCW 46.61.685 

Leaving children unattended in standing vehicle with motor running—Penalty. 

(1) It is unlawful for any person, while operating or in charge of a vehicle, to park or willfully allow 
such vehicle to stand upon a public highway or in a public place with its motor running, leaving a minor 
child or children under the age of sixteen years unattended in the vehicle. 

(2) Any person violating this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon a second or subsequent 
conviction for a violation of this section, the department shall revoke the operator's license of such 
person. 

 

RCW 9.91.060 

Leaving children unattended in parked automobile. 

Every person having the care and custody, whether temporary or permanent, of minor children under 
the age of twelve years, who shall leave such children in a parked automobile unattended by an adult 
while such person enters a tavern or other premises where vinous, spirituous, or malt liquors are 
dispensed for consumption on the premises shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

WISCONSIN - https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/948/53  

948.53 Child unattended in child care vehicle. 

(1)  DEFINITIONS. In this section: 

(a) “Child care provider" means a child care center that is licensed under s. 48.65 (1), a child care provider 

that is certified under s. 48.651, or a child care program that is established or contracted for 

under s. 120.13 (14). 

(b) “Child care vehicle" means a vehicle that is owned or leased by a child care provider or a contractor of a 

child care provider and that is used to transport children to and from the child care provider. 

(2) NO CHILD LEFT UNATTENDED. 

(a) No person responsible for a child's welfare while the child is being transported in a child care vehicle may 

leave the child unattended at any time from the time the child is placed in the care of that person to 

the time the child is placed in the care of another person responsible for the child's welfare. 

(b) Any person who violates par. (a) is guilty of one of the following: 

1. A Class A misdemeanor. 

2. A Class I felony if bodily harm is a consequence. 

3. A Class H felony if great bodily harm is a consequence. 

948.53(2)(b)4.4. A Class G felony if death is a consequence. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.685
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.91.060
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/948/53
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/48.65(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/48.651
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/120.13(14)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/948.53(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/948.53(2)(b)4.

